FOCUSING YOUR RELATIONSHIPS

In his thought-provoking book, Restoring Your Spiritual Passion, Dr. Gordon MacDonald suggests that in our lives we have different types of people.
The people filter XE "People Filter Diagram" 

 XE "Diagrams:People Filter Diagram" \t "See People Filter Diagram"  illustrates three circles based on the impact of three different people groups. They are: 
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The circle of accountability XE "Circle of accountability" 

 XE "Circle of accountability"  holding your Important People.  Based on the roles we play in their lives and vice versa, these are people with whom we often have a relationship of accountability.  XE "People:important" \t "See Important people" 
· The circle of influence XE "Circle of influence"  holding the Teachable People in your lives. These are people who look up to you or admire you.  They long to learn from you and often tend to emulate your character or your behavior. 

· The circle of concerns XE "Circle of concerns"  holding your Draining People. For no fault of your own or deficiencies on their part there are people who seem to be incompatible with you. While you may be very concerned about them the positive impact you have on their lives is far less than the time and energy they withdraw from you. 

Use the following table as your People Filter to inventory your important and teachable prelateships. Use (I or T to indicate Important, Teachable)

	Name
	I

T
	Reason for Importance
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